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tribes were conquered and made vassals of the realm
under Chimu governors, and the Chimus even ad-
vanced into the nearer Andean valleys. Far to the
north and south the Chimus exacted tribute, and the
priests, kings and chiefs built up a ceremonial and
religious state of such wealth and magnificence as has
rarely been equaled in the world's history.
No doubt there is much truth in the tradition of
the northern origin of the race. The Chimu skulls
&re of a marked northern type, and are similar to
those of the Maya races. As no earlier primitive re-
mains are known In the Chimu district we can place
credence on the tale that they arrived on the coast as
highly cultured, civilized people. Whence they came
is a mystery, but it is not at all impossible, or even
improbable, that they may have been the survivors
of the race that was driven from Panama by the erup-
tion of Guacamayo. (See Chapter VI.) Much of
their traditional history, after their arrival in South
America, is borne out by their arts, especially their
pottery. The earlier specimens of ceramic ware show
scenes depicting kings and court life, often most elab-
orate and magnificent. Later pottery is more con-
ventional, and as scenes of court life and of rulers
gradually disappear, scenes indicative of a different
social organization appear, and there are decorations
evidently recording the recurrent droughts, the dis-
astrous floods and the other events which were of far
greater interest and importance to the republican
people than kings and courts. The earlier ware was
largely red and white, then other and more gener-
alized forms became abundant, until the typical local
jstyle again took prominence and once more depicted